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1.  Non-partisan Race 

Just as local school board elections are non-partisan, the SBOE races should be non-partisan.  
Making decisions for the public school children should not be based on party affiliations.  Note: 
We support Representative Howard’s proposed bill to have non-partisan races. She says that 
these candidates will run on the November ballot and there will be no-run, just as local school 
boards are non-partisan and have no run-off.   

2.  Size of the SBOE 

A 15 member board is too small. It is difficult for candidates to campaign effectively and for the 
elected representative to stay in touch with all sections of the district. The small size makes it 
easier for a small group to gain majority vote. Having a larger SBOE would provide 
improvement for each of these concerns. 

3. Selection of SBOE Members 

Since boards are typically not elected and because the SBOE members were once appointed, an 
alternative form of appointment would be an improvement. The size of the board would be 
increased to 31 and each Senator would name someone to represent the needs and interests of the 
public school stakeholders in their districts. They should all follow specific qualifications, such 
as living in the district. 

4. TEKS Refinement Process 

We have seen evidence that the SBOE members have sidestepped the outlined process for 
refining the ELA and the Science TEKS. Instead, they have used personal political agendas to 
make decisions. The social studies TEKS refinement committees were established with 
almost no appointments from the Houston, Austin, and San Antonio areas. The largest 
district in the state and third largest in the nation has no representative. Only one Houston 
suburban district has a representative, and that district has six people appointed.  Only one San 
Antonio district appears to have representation. What impact will this have on the TEKS?   

The following members have appointed a variety of educators: 
Cargill, Craig, Nunez, McLeroy, Hardy, Knight, Berlanga, Lowe, Miller 
Bradley appointed 2 community members from Lumberton and no one else. 
Leo, Dunbar, Allen, Mercer and Agosto have not appointed anyone. 
Cargill nominated a person from Whitehouse, (2)Pine Hill, SFA and six from Conroe.



 

5. Supervision of the Permanent School Fund 

The Constitution does stipulate that supervision of the PSF should be by the SBOE. However, it 
was not until the 1990s that the SBOE hired outside fund managers. Prior to that time, the TEA 
staff had provided this service well. Why pay outside groups when the General Land Office 
(GLO), Comptroller’s Office (CO) and/or the TEA staff could provide this service with oversight 
by the SBOE? The GLO, CO, and/or the TEA staff could screen applicants for qualifications and 
set up audit procedures to verify that funds are being invested according to specifications. They 
could also ask for bids from those companies qualified and bring the bid sheet to the SBOE for 
final approval. We might also say that the management of that fund should move every 2 to 4 
years so that it doesn't become the "property" of any single investment firm. That also cuts down 
on the "brother-in-law" deals being made in the back room. 

6. Residency Requirements for SBOE 

There needs to be a clear definition of residency and then this must be followed by those running 
for SBOE. Surely saying that your residency is tied to the place where you claim your homestead 
exemption or rent 100% of the time would take care of that. Perhaps there needs to be a clause 
that states what happens when your residency changes during your term of office and what the 
penalty is for misleading voters about your place of residency. 

7.  Qualifications for SBOE 

Besides being a resident of the district, there needs to be additional qualifications. These could 
include: 

a. College education 
b. Clear record with taxing entities, IRS, and law enforcement (no felony 

convictions) 
c. Clear statement of ties to education-related companies (instructional 

materials/textbook publishers, educational consulting firms, testing/assessment 
companies); clear statement of ties to financial and/or investment companies; and 
clear rules about ability to participate in any part of business relating to those 
functions of the SBOE  

d. Residency confirmed by affidavit 
e. Demonstrated interest in public education 

 

People in attendance:  Nancy Beaulieu, Ann Thompson, Carolyn Boyle, Freddie 

Profit, Julie Cowan, and Laura Ewing 

 


